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PREFACE "

Tuz attention of the learmed has often been drawn to the study of
some particular branch of science, which, through various causes, had
become a favourite object of research, and waa, sccordingly far more de.
veloped and sssiducasly caltivated in one age than in others. To thix
Jewish literature has not proved an exception. The tendency of the
present age, and the efforts and researches of the modern Jewish literati,
seem to be principally directed, to preserve, explain and elucidate the
various literary treasures and remaing of former times. OF this the
many valuable labours in Jewish literature of cur most eradite oo
religionists, Dr. Zunz, S. Rapaport, Dr. M. Sachs, Professor S. D.
Luzatto, Dr. J. M. Jost, Dr. Flirst, L. Dukes, M. Steinschneider, A.
Jellineck, J. L. Sealschiitz, E. Landshuth, and others, have in the last
balf century afforded ample proofs.  The investigation of the history
of the various Jewish lturgies, and of the bymnic pleces which form
wuch an integrl part of them, could not fail to bocome & prominent
part of their research. The result was such as might be expected
from the continued studies and labors of so many talented men, gifted
with grest theological learning, joined to the knowledge of Esstern
snd modern langusges and literature, and possessed of that critical
scumen and other qualifications rerely found combined, but necesssry
for the difficalt task. Most valuable information oo this subject,
unknown and ussuspected in former ages, has been brought to Light
by them, and enshrined in their many published works, which if they
are not 8o well known in this country as their merits deserve, it can
be caly stiributed to the fact of the grester part of them being in
the German language.
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i FREFACE.

To these works I am indebted for much of the information to be
found in the following pages, which, however, are hitherto the first and
only ones on the subject of the poetical parts of the Sephardic Liturgy,
and are here presented, combined with their melodies, transmitted to
us from former and remote ages, which I trust may, by means of this
our work, be preserved from future decay and oblivion, so that, by the
aid of the universal language of music, many futare generations may
continue to repeat those ancient, fine, and appropriste melodies in the
very tones in which the orisons of so many generstions of our
ancestors have sacended to the Eternal God of Tsruel.

In & work like the present, it was necessary to compress and give
but the cutlines of & subject which would bave required & large volume.
The notes attachod will, however, direct the reader, dosirous of more
detailed information, to the sources whence be may obtain it.

I deliver this essay to the reader—sbort and imperfect as I foar it
is, but to which I have devoted much labour and research-—in the
hope of its being favourshly received, and that it may comtribute to
the furthersnce of devotion and the diffusion of religious information
among my co-religionista, and tend to improve the public or private
worship of all our brethren Isrwelites, especially those in remote
countries; for it is not only to our brethren following the Sephardic
Liturgy, that these melodies solely interest or exclusively appertain;
for, even aa the sublime hymes to which they are joined, they are
the common property of all Israel, and bave now been made available
for all of them, either for pablic or private devotion.

D. A. DE SOLA.
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Twn Liturgy of the Spanith and Portuguese Jews is entirely musical,
jevery portion being either intoned, chanted, or sung in verses to the
melodies of which this work is composed.  The singular irregulsritios
of rhythm which will be perceived in many of them, is, I think, sttei-
batable, in some instances, to their dating from s period anterior to
the use of lavs in music; in others, from their composers being
unscquainted with masical notation. These melodies have become s0
completely identifed with the Spanish and Portoguese Jews, whether
in Eogland, France, Holland, United States, West Indies, or South
America, that, whatever their peculiarities, the utmost care has been
taken to give them in this work precisely s used for devotiosal
purposes. Three Chants are sdded, vie. “ Mizmor Shir,” * Mizmor
Jo-David," and “ Uba lo-Tsico™ (Noe. 8, 13, and 14).

I have caly further to sdd, that, although these melodies are, for
the most part, harmocized %0 as to be sung in parts, they are written
in the manner I have thought most convenient for playing.

E. AGUILAR.

K It s necemary to obwerve, respecting the Hebrew words of the hymas
placed in Esglish charactors under the musio, that the vowels are to be read s in
Tnalian or Spanish; that the conscaants oh, lateaded 10 repeesent the Heboew I aro
> be prosounced s in the German words, echt, weeld, etc., aad that a9 represent-
ing the J, bas the mme sound w these letters im English, when st the end
of words, s sirong, kg, ete.
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